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Thinking 
Together... 

A weekend leading the deacons of the 
First Baptist Church of Austin Texas provided 
me two opportunities: to share all that we’ve 
learned here at Highland through trial and 
error (and some success!); and to confirm that 
there are other strong, progressive voices of 
faith like FBC Austin doing good, creative 
work with God!  

The trip home is now providing the    
opportunity to cultivate my capacity for     
patience, as I await the shuttle to take me to 
the airport hotel for a few hours rest in Dallas/
Ft. Worth after a hectic evening of 
“mechanical difficulties” and foot races to get 
in lines to rebook the last flights home. 

The weekend’s workshops and the travel 
challenges share in common the importance  
of being able to make mid-course corrections. 
Few things in life go as planned, despite our 
best efforts to consider every wrinkle. Life, 
especially church life, is lived amid the reality 
of the unexpected and, sometimes, unwel-
comed. To believe that God is present in all 
things and “can work all things for 
good” (which is way different than “causes all 
things to happen”) is key to living with peace.  

This prompts me to think of the proposal 
for adding another Sunday worship service 
and Bible study hour. Despite many ways as 
we’ve proposed tackling the challenge, we 
find no answer that doesn’t include change or 
sacrifice by some or all for the greater good.  

I empathize with the view that says  
“don’t mess with success,” but we all know 
that growth won’t come without change. Can 
there be peace amidst the mess of change? I 
believe so.  

This week, we are creating a task force 
representing a wide array of congregational 
areas to join the staff in designing the wisest 
proposal possible. 

We can hope for a solution that pleases 
everyone. More likely, we’ll need to remem-
ber, like tired airline travelers, that some peo-
ples’ needs take priority and that, eventually, 
we’ll all get there.  ~ Joe 
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Concerned about Child Abuse and Child Fatalities in KY? 
This Saturday, February 4, 10:00 a.m.-noon, in Fellowship Hall, is your opportunity to learn more 

about the issues affecting Kentucky’s children and about what you can do to make your voice heard.  
Dr. Terry Brooks, Executive Director of Kentucky Youth Advocates (Kentucky’s leading child 

advocacy group), will be at HBC at the request of the Justice Ministry Group. He will talk with us 
about the issues, introduce the Blueprint for Kentucky’s Children, discuss potential legislative action, 
and   respond to our questions. 

Childcare will be provided for infants, toddlers and preschoolers by reservation. Please contact 
Renee at Renee@HBCLouisville.org by this Wednesday, February 1. 

Informed by knowledge... and transformed by love, let ours be a voice for justice. 

Nina’s Notes from the Holy Land 
This is an excerpt from Nina’s Holy Land trip blog; read more at http://louhlp2012.blogspot.com.  

This is the second attempt at this today - I am still learning!!! Today has been an incredible journey 
as our first stop was at the Mount of Beatitudes. I expected us to be just sitting on the hillside, but it was 
very different. The area has beautiful grounds and gardens, and we met under a canopy of trees in an 
outdoor chapel. We gathered and read the entire Sermon on the Mount followed by communion. It was a 
moving experience as we worshipped together. It was easy to imagine Jesus being there speaking those 
words with the Sea of Galilee in the background. There is also a church on the grounds that is beautiful, 
and I spent time there praying for my family and my church family. Next, we loaded the bus and headed 
to Chorazin where we saw the ruins of that village. We read the scripture in Matthew 11:20-30 about this 
village and their rejection of Jesus while standing in the ruins of the synagogue. It was powerful! We had 
time to then wander through what had been the homes of that village. See some of those pictures on 
Facebook.  

The last stop of the day was the Mount of Arbel. We climbed to the top and saw a panoramic view of the Sea of Galilee and all the villages sur-
rounding it. The area is very hilly and rocky, and the face of the mountain has several caves. Since I am a gardener, I always look at the foliage in new 
areas I visit. Since Israel is approaching spring, there are many things that are coming into bloom. The almond trees are starting to get leaves, we have 
seen oranges, lemons, and plenty of olive trees although they are not blooming. Also many banana trees and mango trees. You see all sorts of flowers 
in bloom such as bright red poppies dotting the countryside. It is a blessing to be here at this time of year when all is green and preparing to bloom 
rather than in the summer when it is very hot and dusty. It rains from November to March and then is dry the remainder of the year. There are many 
irrigation systems that help keep the flowers alive in the summer. For lunch today we went to an Iraqi Jewish restaurant. We had a pita of sorts with 
chicken or beef that was very tasty! We also had an adventure getting the bus turned around - although all turned out well.  

I feel very blessed to be here and to see such incredible sights. If I were to have to go home today, I would have many experiences to treasure.  
Yet, it is only day three and much more to look forward to seeing. I am so thankful for this opportunity—it is a gift that I will carry with me for the   
rest of my life. Peace to you all,  ~ Nina  
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Children’s Bible Study Teacher Appreciation Breakfast, 
February 12 

On Sunday, February 12, we will take time to honor the teachers of Highland’s children from infancy through 5th grade 
with a lovely breakfast. If you would like to say thank you to your child’s teachers on this day, volunteers are needed! Contact 
Sandy Little, Heather French or Andrea Sinclair to learn more about how you can help honor these amazing women and men 
who nurture our children in faithfulness each week! 
 

Getting to Know…Highland’s Senior Adults!, February 25 
On Saturday, February 25, the Preschool, Children and Senior Adult Ministry Groups would like to invite your entire    

family to join Highland’s senior adults for lunch and activities that will help us get to know one another. We’ll enjoy a child-
friendly meal, make, bake and decorate cupcakes together, and have other activities to help us get to know one another. This 
should be a fantastic opportunity to meet and make a new friend in a different generation. Join us from 11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m.!  
RSVP by Wednesday, February 22, to renee@hbclouisville.org! 
 

PASSPORTkids! First Deposit Due February 22 
It is time to register for PASSPORTkids!, our summer camp for children who have completed 4th through 6th grades. This 

year, we’ll be traveling to Murray State University in Murray, KY July 15-18, 2012, and the total camp cost is $233. To register 
your child, the first deposit of $75 and registration form is due February 22.  Look for additional information in an upcoming 
mailing that will include the registration form, scholarship application information, additional payment dates and multi-
participant discount details. 
 

Save the Date for Children’s Summer Camps! 
Music Camp, June 11-15, (completed 1st through 5th grade) 
VBS Camp, June 29-July 1, (completed K through 3rd grade) 
PASSPORTkids!,  July 15-18, (completed 4th through 6th grade) 

Theology on Tap Resumes THIS Wednesday, February 1 
After a January hiatus, Theology on Tap resumes this Wednesday, February 1, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

at a new location – Holy Grale at 1034 Bardstown Road, just beside the KFC! This month’s gath-
ering will be an open forum, so bring along those burning theological questions and topics that get 
under your skin and make you curious! We’ll talk a bit about our 2012 Young Adult Ministry 
theme of re:generation and how it connects with your life.  

Come around 6:00 for food and fellowship, and we’ll begin our conversation at 6:30 in the Choir Loft (the cleverly-named 
upstairs) of Holy Grale. Childcare for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers is available at Highland; please email Emily ASAP to 
reserve a spot for your child(ren).  

Theology on Tap is a fun and easily-accessible way to get to know other twenty- and thirty-somethings at Highland. Grab a 
friend, and come join us for a great night of fellowship and conversation! 
 

Join Us for Pot Luck & Game Night, February 4 
The Young Professionals “Root” of the Young Adult Ministry tree will be kicking off with a Pot Luck Dinner and Game 

Night gathering on Saturday, February 4, at 5:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room! Don’t be thrown off by the temporary “professional” 
tag of this group; all young adults are invited to attend this fun event! Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. There will be 
plenty of games of all kinds set up to play, but if you have a favorite, bring it as well! This gathering is child-friendly, so feel free 
to bring your kids with you! If you have any questions, please contact Ryan Davis.  

Church-wide Bowling Outing on Saturday, February 25 
On Saturday, February 25, 6:00-9:00 p.m., the Church Fun and Fellowship Ministry Group invites you to a fun-filled night of 

bowling at Strike and Spare Family Fun Center, located at 6220 Shepherdsville Road. All ages are invited! Make it a family night out! 
The cost is $11.00 for 3 games and shoe rental. Money will be collected at the bowling alley when you arrive, but we need you to 

sign up in advance so we know how many will join us. Sign-up sheets will be available each Sunday in the Commons area and on the 
bulletin board across from the choir room. You may also make your reservation by emailing Tricia Brooks. 

We look forward to a night of fun and fellowship. Please join us! 

True Colors Gathers for Documentary Viewing, February 5 
Please join True Colors Ministry on Sunday, February 5, at 5:00 p.m., as we screen the award-winning documentary, Brother  

Outsider! This incredible film details the life of Bayard Rustin, a gay, African-American, pacifist who was integral in the Civil Rights 
Movement. He was an inspiration and close advisor to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and was solely responsible for organizing the historic 
1963 March on Washington! He was also a strong advocate for the emerging LGBT Rights Movement. Bayard has generally been   
ignored in the history books due largely in part to his homosexuality. Come and hear the true story of one of the greatest leaders and 
humanitarians this world has ever known.  

All are welcome to attend, so please RSVP by emailing Truecolorsministry@gmail.com or by clicking “attend” on the True     
Colors Ministry Facebook event page.  

Annual Youth Super Bowl Party This Sunday 
Join us for our annual Youth Super Bowl Party at the Ridges at 6:00 p.m. this Sunday,    

February 5! We will be ordering pizza but we need your help to provide food for the group!  
Middle School Girls: Sweets Middle School Guys: Sodas 
High School Girls: Sodas High School Guys: Chips 
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Tuesday, January 31 
Hope for a Brighter Day (FS) ............................. 5:30 p.m. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) ................................. 10 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 1 
Fellowship Supper .......................................... 5:20-6 p.m. 
Children’s Activities ....................................... 6-7:15 p.m. 
Youth Group ................................................... 6-7:15 p.m. 
Adult Classes .................................................. 6-7:15 p.m. 
Theology on Tap (Holy Grale) ....................... 6-7:30 p.m. 
Special Needs Class (Commons) ............... 6:30-7:15 p.m. 
Sanctuary Choir rehearsal .......................... 7:15-8:45 p.m. 

Thursday, February 2 
Grasshoppers Food Distribution .......................... 4-6 p.m. 
Highlights Dessert ................................................... 7 p.m. 

Friday, February 3 
Men’s Prayer Gathering (FS) .............................. 7:45 a.m. 
Friday Church (Sanctuary) .............................. 7-7:45 p.m. 
Narcotics Anonymous (FH) ..................................... 8 p.m. 

Saturday, February 4 
Child Abuse/Fatalities Affecting Children (FH) .... 10 a.m. 
Young Adults 2nd Saturday Kickoff (FS) ........ 5:30-9 p.m. 
Nomads Bible Study Class Social (FH) ................... 6 p.m. 

Sunday, February 5 
Early Morning Worship ........................................... 9 a.m. 
Fellowship Time (FH) ................................ 9:20-9:40 a.m. 
Bible Study ......................................................... 9:40 a.m. 
Highlights Class (120) ........................................ 9:40 a.m. 
Morning Worship .................................................. 11 a.m. 
Worship MG meeting (103) ................................... 12 p.m. 
Orchestra rehearsal ................................................ 12 p.m. 
Young Adults MG meeting (FS) ............................ 12 p.m. 
HBC Got Skillz rehearsal (FH) .......................... 12-1 p.m. 
True Colors MG meeting (101) ............................. 12 p.m. 
Youth Handbells (212) .............................. 1:30-2:30 p.m. 
Adult Handbells (212) ............................... 2:30-3:30 p.m. 
True Colors Ministry (FH) ................................... 5-7 p.m. 

Monday, February 6 
Men’s 12-step program - Healthy Sexuality 
Personnel MG meeting (101) .............................. 5:30 p.m. 
Technology MG meeting (103) ............................... 6 p.m. 

Tuesday, February 7 
Emma Leachman meeting (103) .......................... 4-5 p.m. 
Hope for a Brighter Day (FS) ............................. 5:30 p.m. 
G.R.O.W. #1 meeting (103) ..................................... 6 p.m. 
Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) ................................. 10 p.m. 

 This Week’s Deacons  (Communion) 
 

Friday, 7:00 p.m.    
Nancy Goodhue Lewis Miller (C) 
 

Sunday, 9:00 a.m.   
Mac Brown (C) Hollan Holm 
Tony Dougherty Fran White 
 

Sunday, 11:00 a.m. (passing)  
Kathy Belcher Kathey Golightly Sanders 
Mac Brown (C) Beth Hedges 
Suzanne Busse Billie Johnson 
Robert Davis Bill Ockerman 
Phillip Garrett Kelly Young 
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“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye 

and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say  to you, do not resist an 
evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, 
turn the other also; and if anyone wants to sue you and 
take your coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone 
forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile. Give 
to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone 
who wants to borrow from you.”  ~ Matthew 5: 38-42 
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“The good news of the resurrection of Jesus is not 
that we shall die and go home to be with him, but that he 
has risen and comes home with us, bringing all his hun-
gry, naked, thirsty, sick brothers and sisters with him.” 

~ Clarence Jordan 

Weekly Financial Report—January 22, 2012 (4 weeks) 
 

  Weekly Receipts YTD YTD 
 Requirement This Week Requirements Receipts   
 

Contributions $19,990.77 $20,048.68 $79,963.08 $65,941.14 

Other Income $     601.92 $         0.00  $  2,407.69 $  1,010.00 
Total $20,592.69 $20,048.68 $82,370.77 $66,951.14 

Wednesday Night Menus 

February 1 
Baked Chicken 
Mashed Potatoes 
Green Beans 
Salad 
Dessert 
 

Kids’ Menu: 
Chicken Nuggets 

February 8 
Spaghetti 
Meatballs 
Bread 
Dessert 
 

Kids’ Menu: 
Hot Dogs 

Launch Out Into the Deep! 
This spring sees the launch of Highland’s new website, making our community of faith even more open to the world at 

large. Last year our website got more hits from China than from Kentucky! Undoubtedly, the internet is an attractive and 
helpful way of sharing our stories of faith with the people, anywhere and everywhere, who want to know what difference 
God and faith make to individual and communal human experience. One feature of the new website will be a section called 
Expressions of Faith. Simply put, it is an opportunity for people of all ages and talents at Highland to offer an expression of 
their faith that says something about God, what their faith means to them, how they see God and faith making a difference 
in their lives and the lives of others. For the inaugural round of submissions, the theme is “Where I See God.” 

An Expression of Faith can take virtually any form. You may choose to write something, such as a poem, a short arti-
cle, a true story, or a fictional one that tells a truth about your faith. You could also draw something, paint something, com-
pose some music, or sing a song; something that expresses your faith, your experience of God, your experience of a faith 
community. Be as creative or as simple and straightforward as you wish. We want to gather a good range of Expressions 
of Faith offerings by our deadline of March 15. You can send something in as soon as you wish. The new website can 
then include Expressions of Faith from the start. Of course, the website content will change to retain freshness, so there will 
also be future opportunities for contributions and new themes. 

Your Expression of Faith may well be read, looked at or listened to, it seems, in China—hopefully around the time    
of Easter! Please send your contribution to outreachmg@gmail.com by March 15, or contact Rebecca Wooldridge at 
ladyrebeccaw@yahoo.com if you have any questions. 

Around Ridgewood... 
… SERMONS NOW ONLINE! If you’d like to hear Steven Schafer’s proclamation to our partner church, just visit 
www.ridgewoodlouisville.org. Click on RBC Audio Sermon Archive, and you can download recent sermons. 

Spotlight on….Senior Adult Ministry Group 
Highland’s Senior Adult Ministry Group provides activities and care for those of retirement age and above in our com-

munity. Called “Cream of the Crop,” the group gathers for a variety of activities throughout the year. These include potluck 
meals and mixers with other generations of HBC members like youth, young adults, and families with children. The Minis-
try Group also sponsors monthly trips to local places of interest like parks and restaurants one Saturday each month. Most 
recently, we have added a retreat focusing on spiritual formation to our fall activities and have assisted with sorting toys 
given for families following the annual collection during the Hanging of the Green service. Our Ministry Group continues 
to explore additional opportunities for fellowship, mission and formation for Highland’s senior adults! 

Opportunity to Serve 
We are looking for additional volunteers to put up or take down the walls in Fellowship Hall each Sunday. We have 

teams that meet each Sunday at 8:15 a.m. to put up the walls plus teams that take them down either after Bible Study or the 
11:00 a.m. worship. Some team members have been doing this for 6 years and are in need of some relief. If you would be 
willing to assist in this important task, please contact Richard Hornbuckle at Richard@hbclouisville.org or at the church 
office at 451-3735. 

Around Highland... 
... Congratulations to Andy Cronin and Leslea Townsend-Cronin on the birth of their baby. 
... Congratulations to Robbi Ratliff and Laura Escobar-Ratliff on the birth of their baby. We continue to 
offer prayers for the family, as the baby was born 9 weeks early and continues to be cared for in the neona-
tal intensive care unit. 
... Ginny Sims leaves on Saturday for La Romana, Dominican Republic, where she will be serving on a 
medical mission trip for one week. Blessings on you, Ginny! 
... About 15 Highlanders joined with others in the Louisville community to remember in peace the 2011 victims of homi-
cide in Louisville. This interfaith service was held at Christ Church Cathedral downtown and was preceded by a march 
from Highland to the cathedral. Read more and view photos at: http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/gallery?
Site=B2&Date=20120129&Category=NEWS01&ArtNo=301290072&Ref=PH&Profile=1008. 
... Please join Highlands Community Ministries in welcoming their new Executive Director, Troy Burden, on Thursday, 
February 9, 5:00-7:00 p.m., at the Pleune-Mobley Center, 969 Cherokee Road. 
... The director of the Shelby Park Community Center Kevin Kinney, called this week with “a big thank you to Emily and 
the group, who are a great blessing to our kids and wonderful role models. The kids 
look forward to Mondays and love what’s going on. I know God is working through 
this Center and through your church.” 
... HBC celebrates Edie Hoeing’s 90th birthday on Sunday, January 29 (pictured right). 
... This past Sunday, January 29, Highland’s Bible Study teachers (pictured below)  
who work with children in birth-5th grades gathered in the Fireside Room  for our third 
training session of the year. We gathered to share stories of children connecting with 
God and growing in faithfulness. Together, we also examined our own personal pri-
mary ways of connecting with God and continued thinking intentionally about how we 
create space for all children to experience God in their own unique way. We are grate-

ful for these women and 
men who faithfully prepare, 
teach, and encourage High-
land’s children each week! 


