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It was an historic time to be in Kenya with their national election  
held the day we arrived and the tragic aftermath of violence throughout 
the land. We felt like God looked over us throughout. 

I was with a group of 16 youth workers from Indiana. After arriving 
in Nairobi and visiting an orphanage there, we  headed up the Great Rift 
Valley toward Eldoret then to on to Bungoma. On the way there, we 
were delayed by people in our group needing to find an ATM and post-

age, etc., so we were late for lunch at the Hotel Waterbuck in Nakuru. It turned out to be 
providential because while eating lunch, the town was put into a lockdown situation and 
the Hotel put under guard. The violence had started just an hour up the road to Eldoret. If 
we had not been running late, we would have run right into it. We spent the night under 
guard and then decided to reverse our trip. We were heading to a town called Bungoma to 
help with the school there and then were going to take three days on safari in the Masai 
Mara at the end of the trip. The tour operator suggested we do the safari first, hoping 
things would settle down. We had a wild drive over bumpy roads   (continued to inside back page) 

(Carolyn returned from Kenya recently, where she participated in an  
International Youth Leader Exchange funded, in part, by Lilly Endowment.) 
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 Thinking 
 Together… 

Martin Luther King, whose birthday is 
marked in January with a national holiday, 
will be memorialized in our new Fellow-
ship Hall windows in the near future. 

Having a window made in his memory 
gives the impression that King, or any 
other “saint,”  had it all together, heard 
God’s voice unequivocally and responded 
with unflinching clarity. 

A more accurate remembrance of  
King reveals that no course of action was 
clear, no time allowed unquestioning    
certainty, no absence of ego insured the 
course was God’s alone. King was faithful 
within the limits of his vision, his courage, 
his understanding, and his context.   

That’s all God asks of us, but it IS 
what God asks of us-- as individuals and  
as Highland Baptist Church in 2008. As  
we talk and pray and watch and listen   
together, we seek God’s guidance in all 
that we are and do so that we can be a 
church which proclaims the whole gospel 
with intentionality and courage.  ~ Joe 

Congregational Dialogue This Sunday 
Members of our church will meet for an informal conversation, following 11:00 worship, this Sunday, January 27, in the first 

“congregational dialogue”  scheduled for 2008. 
These 90-minute sessions are designed for an open exchange of ideas between leaders and members on a wide variety of issues, dreams, 

plans and programs before the congregation. 
A light lunch will be offered by the Hospitality Ministry Group. 
Questions or areas for conversation may be submitted in writing or can be raised at the meeting. 
Staff will share thoughts from their recent staff retreat. Renee Purtlebaugh will report on our growing children’s ministry and the chal-

lenges before it. We will hear an update about the Fellowship Hall windows. 

Artist Bob Markert finishes the Thomas Merton window 
before adding the memorial text below the drawing.  

Artist Begins Fellowship Hall Windows 
Bob Markert, the artist who created our sanctuary windows, has 

begun the black and white drawings of saints to adorn the 32 windows 
of Fellowship Hall. He is working in the front window at Eichhorn  
Studio at 815 E. Broadway. 

The first five windows, in the order they were chosen, are: Thomas 
Merton, Sojourner Truth, Fanny Crosby, C.S. Lewis and Billy Graham. 

We hope the first windows will be installed by the end of January. 
Placement of the windows has been chosen randomly and will be 

installed in the order that they were chosen by donors. 19 of the 32  
windows have been claimed. To consider giving a window in honor or 
memory of someone, contact Betsy Neill in the church office. 

 

Contemplative Service 
Tuesday, January 29 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Pray. Reflect. Wait. Listen. 

 This issue published ear ly 
 because of MLK Day Deadline. 

Karen Family Update 
The Karen Family Sponsorship Team has completed the formal portion of our spon-

sorship obligations. The team will continue to provide transportation to the family to at-
tend the early Sunday service until the end of February. We would like to extend a heart 
felt thanks to all who helped in the project. Two members of the family have started work-
ing and are well on their way to becoming productive members of our community. Hei, To 
Mu Na and the entire family, would like to express their gratitude and joy of having been 
embraced by HBC. They say, “Thank you for all that you have done for us; God bless you 
all.”  A brief reception will be held immediately following the 9:00 service, on February 
24, to acknowledge all those who helped make this project an overwhelming success. If 
you have not yet had an opportunity to meet the Karen family, please join us. 

Women’s Retreat, February 8-10 
This year’s  Women’s Retreat will be held at Knobbs Haven. We will meet on Friday 

evening around 7:00 for our first meeting and then finish on Saturday around 7:00. You 
may spend one or two nights, and if you can only attend for a portion of the retreat you can 
still participate. Sign-ups are underway and space is limited. For one night, the cost is $35 
and for two nights, it is $70. If you have questions or want to register, you can email Nina. 

Health Fair, February 3 
The Stewardship Ministry Group is 

hosting a health fair, 12-2 p.m., in Fellow-
ship Hall. All are encouraged to stop by for 
information and health screenings includ-
ing blood pressure, osteoporosis screening, 
body fat analysis, blood sugar screenings, 
nutritional information and community 
resources. Healthy snacks will be provided.  

Alternative Gifts Suppor t Ministr ies 
Highland’s initiative at Christmas to provide ways to “gift”  others and bless the   

world through alternative gift cards yielded $2,241 in 2007. $646 went to the Sudanese 
Education fund and $1,595 to the Moroccan Refugee Relief work through CBF. Thanks   
to all who gave in this way! 



  L ife in HBC Youth Ministry… 
*  Make sure to join us for our first session of our new Wednesday night series, 

Encountering Poverty, on Wednesday night, January 23! 
*  Don’t forget to talk with Carol if you’re interested in attending Passport Youth 

Camp this summer June 15-21 in North Carolina! A $60 deposit is due now      
in order secure a spot! 

Highland Book Club 
 

We will meet this Sunday, January 27, at 
7 p.m., in room 103, to discuss Peace Like a 
River, by Leif Enger. Everyone is welcome! 

Sign-Up for  Passportkids! ~ Deadline: February 17 
This summer, children who have completed 4th-6th grades are invited to attend Passportkids! in Crossville, TN, 

July 17-20. Sign up by February 17 with Renee if your child is planning to attend. A $60 non-refundable deposit is 
due at time of sign up. Checks should be made to Highland Baptist Church and given to Renee.  Don’ t miss this 
great opportunity for fun, fellowship, and faith deepening for your child! 
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Wednesday Evenings at Highland 
All classes listed below will be offered from 6:15-7:15 p.m. 
 

Study of Luke 4 
Dr. Wright-Riggins, our January Bible study guest, was unable to cover all the chapters of this study, so Dr. Roy Fuller 

will complete the  study during the month of January in Fellowship Hall. 
  

Being the Presence of Chr ist in the Wor ld—A Stewardship Workshop Ser ies that is about much more than money! 
·  January 23- Faithful Stewardship of Our  Time and Talents 

In this workshop, Bonnye Swim and leaders from our Missions and Justice Ministry Group will share information about 
the ministries of some of our HBC members and how each of us can be a part of God’s work of love in our church, in 
our community and throughout the world. 

·  January 30- Good Health As a Form of Stewardship 
With our New Year’s resolutions still fresh in our minds, we will look at the importance of good health as an integral 
aspect of being good stewards over the bodies God has given us. Practical tips will be shared to help us incorporate 
health, fitness, and wellness into our daily lives. Please join us for a panel presentation about general health concerns 
and the relationship between physical and spiritual well being. Speakers include Donna Mosier, RN, Beth Metcalf, PT, 
and Jim England, chaplain. 

 
 
Sunday evenings, from 5:00-7:00, will be an opportunity for you to grow in your 

faith and enjoy some fellowship with other members. A light dinner will be served 
during this time and the cost of the meal is $5 per person. Classes currently being 
offered will run for 5 weeks, ending on February 17. 

·  Boundar ies with K ids - Learn ways to enrich your relationship with your children by setting appropriate boundaries. 
Participants are encouraged to purchase the book, Boundaries with Kids, by Cloud and Townsend, at their local book-
store. Class will meet in the Commons and will be facilitated by Nina Maples. 

·  When Faith and Politics Collide…in the lives of Biblical Leaders - This class will meet on the stage in Fellowship 
Hall. Sessions are described below. 

        Session 2 - King David: The Politics of Leadership  
        Session 3 - Queen Esther: The Politics of Identify and Survival  
        Session 4 & 5 - The Sadducees: The Politics of the Crucifixion 

·  Nour ishing the Soul and the Senses in Later  L ife - A new offering for Extend + Connect will begin on February 3, 
in room 212. Gary E. Pennington, retired Presbyterian minister and practicing psychotherapist, will facilitate a discus-
sion that integrates spirituality, psychology and other life-style issues for those who are “ fifty-plus.”  If you are, or 
have, entered “ the second-half of life”  and are asking “where do I go from here?,”  this could be a very helpful and 
hopeful exploration. While no text book is required, a bibliography will be available for those wanting extra resources. 

We want to give special thanks to everyone at Highland Baptist Church for your help and friendship getting us settled in         
our new home in Louisville. And, we give thanks to God for the miracle for a new life in America. Please continue praying for         
our family, as well as all others still trapped in the Refugee Camps in Thailand.  ~ The Hei Blut Family 

A Note of Thanks 

Cream of the Crop Tr ip 
The next Cream of the Crop Trip is scheduled for this 

Saturday, January 26. We will travel to Claudia Sanders 
Dinner House. Everyone is welcome! If you would like to 
go, please contact Procter Eubank no later than this  
Wednesday, January 23. 
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Thursday, January 24 
Weight Watchers (FH)..................5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Fr iday, January 25 
Men’s Prayer Gathering (FS).................7:30 a.m. 
Friday Church (Sanctuary)................. 7-7:45 p.m. 
Narcotics Anonymous (FH)........................8 p.m. 

Saturday, January 26 
Highland Running Club.........................8:30 a.m. 

Sunday, January 27 
Early Worship.............................................9 a.m. 
Fellowship Time (FH) .................. 9:20-9:40 a.m. 
Bible Study ............................................9:40 a.m. 
Highlights Class (120) ...........................9:40 a.m. 
Morning Worship......................................11 a.m. 
New Members MG meeting (103)............12 p.m. 
Congregational Dialogue................. 12-1:30 p.m. 
History MG meeting (101) ................. 12:30 p.m. 
Highland Handbells (212).............3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Extend + Connect ................................... 5-7 p.m. 
Missions and Justice MG meeting (101) ....7 p.m. 
Highland Book Club meeting (103)............7 p.m. 

Monday, January 28 
Deacons meeting (Commons).....................7 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 29 
Hope for a Brighter Day (FS) ............... 5:30 p.m. 
Contemplative Service (Sanctuary) ...... 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 30 
Fellowship Supper ............................. 5:20-6 p.m. 
Prayer Time and Announcements...... 6-6:15 p.m. 
Children’s Activities.......................... 6-7:15 p.m. 
Encounters (Youth Activities) ........... 6-7:15 p.m. 
Adult Bible Study .........................6:15-7:15 p.m. 
Special Needs (FS) .......................6:30-7:15 p.m. 
Sanctuary Choir rehearsal .............7:15-8:30 p.m. 

 

  This Week’s Deacons 
 

  Friday 7:00  
  Peter Smith (C) Alice Vardiman 
 

  Sunday 9:00      
  Rebecca Brown Bill Campbell 
  Steve Brown Chet Watson 
 

  Sunday 11:00      
  Mary Cooksey Keith Eiken 
  Libby Cunningham Beth Hedges 

Around Highland... 
... January Deacon’s meeting is January 28, 7:00 p.m. 
... More than 20,000 Baptists from across North America will gather at the Georgia World Congress Center in At-
lanta, January 30-February 1, in an unprecedented demonstration of Baptist unity. The history-making event will 
culminate months of planning by leaders of more than 30 Baptist organizations. Joe and Terri Phelps will attend, 
along with other members of Highland’s staff and laity. For information, go to www,newbaptistcelebration.org.     
Joe is serving on a panel following two presentations of “An Inconvenient Truth.”  
... Nina Maples will preach on February 3, as Highland participates with churches across the country in Baptist 
Women in Ministry Day. 
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south to the game preserve. On the way, we ran into Americans at a gas station whose van had been attacked 5 miles 
up the road. They begged us to turn back, but our driver said we would be safe on the reservation so on we went, 
dodging giraffes and zebras along the road through the bush in the dark. We arrived at a tent camp late that night and 
they fed us supper. I stepped outside after dinner to have a minute alone and to gaze at the stars after a very full day. 
Suddenly a tall Masai warrior with a spear was standing beside me. At first I felt fear and then realized he was there 
for my protection and he herded me back to the group.  

To make a long story short, things did not get better as the intertribal fighting increased due to the close election. 
Most Kenyans were very distraught by the activities of the few. They are very proud of their country and the fledg-
ling democracy of 42 years. We decided to stay at the camp, hidden away on Masai land protected by young warri-
ors with clubs, spears, machetes and poisoned arrows. We visited their village and found a school there that was very 
primitive. There were about eight barren classrooms and no resources for 600 children who came from miles around. 
we met some very dedicated teachers. We asked a teacher if we could help. Once she believed us, her eyes filled 
with tears and she said we were an answer to prayer. 

For the next 10 days, we painted the school, drew maps and diagrams and letters and numbers on the walls for 
children who had no books to learn with. We paid for desks and gave them suitcases full of school supplies. We got 
to know the people, played games with the children and they shared with us their dances and songs and traditions. A 
village leader slaughtered a goat in our honor and the people gave us gifts of jewelry to celebrate our work. We 
made many good friends and even walked to a nearby village to see a traditional wedding where the young bride 
cried throughout as she had to leave her family from miles away to be the second wife of a man she had just met. We 
met Pastor Samuel, who ran the Deliverance Church of Oloolaimutia and a small clinic. We attended services there 
and he described the Masai as a forgotten people in this area. Tourists come to safari, but they get little help other-
wise from volunteers or financial support. He said we were the first group ever to have come and live with the peo-
ple and help them out. He has lots of visions for a kindergarten, a community center and to expand the very basic 
clinic there. 

We learned to live simply in the camp with no electricity, no vehicles, sparse food and water at times as supply 
routes were closed and confined after dark in the camp due to wild animals wandering in the area. But all in all, it 
was a very rich experience and we were able to involve 
the young Masai men in the painting and with the 
school. (The young women are too busy hauling water, 
sticks for fires, building huts and caring for children to 
participate much.) We lived among  them for 10 days 
and then headed back to Nairobi. While there we visited 
a school for street children in the huge Kibera slums led 
by some courageous volunteer teachers. We had protec-
tion there from a gang leader named “Whazzup.”  Teen-
agers entertained us with an amazing  acrobatic show 
and juggling etc. The young children sang and told us 
poems they had written. Such hope in children that had 
so little and lived each day in fear and discomfort. 

Now I am safely back home, marveling at all the 
wondrous things that happened and full of concern for 
the good people of Kenya. 

Some of Carolyn King’s new friends and protectors. 


