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Verse and Voice Verse and Voice Verse and Voice Verse and Voice     
 

Verse 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruc-

tion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusa-
lem. He shall judge between the nations, and 
shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more.   ~ Isaiah 2:4  

 

Voice 
The word of the Lord to all of us in any 

form of exile is, “You shall be called Sought 
Out.”  Those who believe they are far from 
the life they envisioned may hear the news 
that someone is looking for them. Lostness  
is not our permanent state. Loneliness will 
be filled with the arrival of the One who 
seeks us.   ~ Gerrit Scott Dawson, 

       Called by a New Name 

 Thinking 
 Together… 

A concern was raised at our first       
Congregational Dialogue about whether this 
week’s New Baptist Covenant gathering in 
Atlanta will be an overly politicized affair. 

With the husband of a candidate for 
President on the program (former President 
Bill Clinton) as well as a smattering of 
prominent Democrats and Republicans the 
concern is well-founded that this event could 
be more about elections than about eternity. 

We’ ll see. If it is, no matter which direc-
tion it takes, I will voice my disappointment. 

But we must be clear: there is no way 
that speaking in the lineage of Jesus and the 
prophets can be anything but political. Not 
partisan, but political; that is, having to do 
with how we care for the least, last, lost, how 
we stand up to abuse of power, whether it is 
physical, social, financial or political. It isn’ t 
political to cross the line in the sand drawn  
by the powerful in order to stand with the 
poor in the name of God’s justice. 

As guest historians and teachers have 
reminded us over the last several years the 
Baptist tenet of separation of church and  
state does NOT mean that churches shouldn’ t 
be political; rather that they shouldn’ t be    
co-opted by the state or by political parties 
and visa versa. 

My prayer for the Atlanta meeting is  
that black and white will meet at more than a 
superficial level; that the nation will discover 
that there is a progressive Baptist voice in 
addition to the fundamentalist variety that  
has dominated the media; but mostly that our 
hearts will be set on fire with God’s desire  
for wholeness and life to fill our land. 

I will report my observations in next 
week’s newsletter.   ~ Joe 

New Offer ing for Extend + Connect 
Nour ishing the Soul and the Senses in Later  L ife - A new offering for Extend + 

Connect will begin on February 3, in room 212. Gary E. Pennington, retired Presbyterian 
minister and practicing psychotherapist, will facilitate a discussion that integrates spiritual-
ity, psychology and other life-style issues for those who are “ fifty-plus.”  If you are, or 
have, entered “ the second-half of life”  and are asking “where do I go from here?,”  this 
could be a very helpful and hopeful exploration. While no text book is required, a bibliog-
raphy will be available for those wanting extra resources. 

Health Fair  This Sunday 
The Stewardship Ministry Group will host a health fair, 12-2 p.m., in  

Fellowship Hall. All are encouraged to stop by for information and health 
screenings including blood pressure, osteoporosis screening, body-fat analysis, 
blood-sugar screenings, nutritional information and community resources. 
Healthy snacks will be provided.  

New Baptist Covenant Meets in Atlanta 
This week several members of HBC will attend the New Baptist Covenant (NBC), a 

gathering of 30 progressive Baptist conventions in North America under the banner of 
Luke 4:18-19 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed to me to preach good 
news to the poor, recovery of sight to the blind....”  

NBC will focus on evangelism and Christ’s call to care about poverty, injustice, and 
issues that face us today. 

Attending from Highland are Joe and Terri Phelps, Renee Purtlebaugh, Noah and 
Mary Cooksey (and Hannah Scout!), Paul and Janet Whiteley, and Chris Sanders. 

Church Enters Lenten Season 
This year the liturgical season of Lent follows closely on the heels of 

Christmas. Just about the time we put away our Christmas finery, we must 
bring out the burlap and the plain wooden offering plates, and move into a time                
of penitence. Not ready to go? Poet Ann Weems understands your thoughts: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The service that begins our Lenten journey, known as Ash Wednesday, occurs this 
year on February 6. We invite you to join us next Wednesday evening, February 6, at 6:30 
in the Sanctuary to experience not a journey toward darkness and gloom, but to experience 
a journey toward Easter filled with a positive rediscovering of who we are. 

 If I stay in Bethlehem, 
   I stay alone. 
God has gone on 
  toward Jerusalem. 

 The time of Light and Angels 
   is drawing to a close. 
Just when I’ve settled contentedly 
  into the quiet wonder of Star and Child, 
He bids me leave 
  and follow. 

Congregational Dialogue Covers Topics 
75 members of Highland participated in our first Congregational Dialogue following  

the 11:00 service on Sunday to hear a presentation about the growth rate of our preschool 
and children’s classes at HBC, a video summary of the Landscape Task Force, an update on 
the New Ministry Task Force, as well as took time for questions in the 90-minute meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Minister Renee Purtlebaugh showed how projected growth in Sunday school 
will soon have us asking questions about space and other needs.   

John Pacyga showed our current landscaping challenges and presented ways to make 
our English Gothic sanctuary more architecturally accurate with landscape; offered a      
preliminary idea about gardens, outside commons areas, and other improvements. 

Women’s Retreat, Feb. 8-10 
This year’s retreat will be held at Knobbs 

Haven. We will meet on Friday evening at 
7:00 for our first meeting and then finish on 
Saturday around 7:00. 

You may spend one or two nights, and   
if you can only attend for a portion of the 
retreat, you may still participate. 

Space is  limited. Cost is $40 for one 
night and $80 for two nights. If you have 
questions or want to register, email Nina at 
nmaples@hbclouky.org. 



Good Health As a Form of Stewardship 
This Wednesday, January 30, 6:15-7:15 p.m. 

With our New Year’s resolutions still fresh in our minds, we will look at the importance of good health as an integral 
aspect of being good stewards over the bodies God has given us. Practical tips will be shared to help us incorporate health, 
fitness, and wellness into our daily lives. Please join us for a panel presentation about general health concerns and the rela-
tionship between physical and spiritual well being. Speakers include Donna Mosier, RN, Beth Metcalf, PT, and Jim Eng-
land, chaplain. 

 
Sunday evenings, from 5:00-7:00, will be an opportunity for you to grow in your 

faith and enjoy some fellowship with other members. A light dinner will be served 
during this time and the cost of the meal is $5 per person. Classes currently being 
offered will run for 5 weeks, ending on February 17. 

·  Boundar ies with K ids - Learn ways to enrich your relationship with your children by setting appropriate boundaries. 
Participants are encouraged to purchase the book, Boundaries with Kids, by Cloud and Townsend, at their local book-
store. Class will meet in the Commons and will be facilitated by Nina Maples. 

·  When Faith and Politics Collide…in the lives of Biblical Leaders - This class will meet on the stage in Fellowship 
Hall. Sessions are described below. 

        Session 3 - Queen Esther: The Politics of Identity and Survival  
        Session 4 & 5 - The Sadducees: The Politics of the Crucifixion 

First Emmaus Gather ing February 10 
Mark your calendars now for Sunday night, February 10, for our 

very first Emmaus Gathering! Based on Luke 24, Emmaus will be our 
once-a-month youth worship gathering in the Youth Suite. The first 
Emmaus will also mark the beginning of our Emmaus Mentor Groups 
which will meet twice a month outside of church. Check with Carol 
for more information! Emmaus Dates for the Spring: February 10, March 16, April 20, May 11. 

 

Annual Youth Super  Bowl Par ty 
Join us at the Ridges’  house at 6 p.m., this Sunday night, to hang out with friends, eat some of MaryAnn’s famous Super 

Bowl snacks, and watch the game! Look for a postcard in the mail with more information. 
 

PASSPORT Deposits Due 
I am still waiting to get deposits from a lot of youth! A $60 deposit needs to be turned in to Carol as soon as possible to make 
sure that spots are secured. There is still room so please let me know if you can now! PASSPORT is June 15-21 in Wingate, 
North Carolina. Scholarships are available so please talk to Carol soon! 
 

Life in HBC Youth Ministry… 
*  Join us for our second night of our series, Encountering Poverty, this Wednesday night, January 30! 
*  Youth Choir  has set its dates for the Spring so please mark these in your calendar: February 17, March 2, 9, 30, April 13, 

27, and May 4. On these Sunday nights, Youth Choir will be meeting from 5:00-5:45, just like last semester. 
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Sign-Up for  Passportkids! ~ Deadline: February 17 

This summer, children who have completed 4th-6th grades are invited to attend Passportkids! in Crossville, TN, 
July 17-20. Sign up by February 17 with Renee if your child is planning to attend. A $60 non-refundable deposit is 
due at time of sign up. Checks should be made to Highland Baptist Church and given to Renee.  Don’ t miss this great 
opportunity for fun, fellowship, and faith deepening for your child! 

Preschool/Children’s Area Growing 
·  At the beginning of 2006, 78 children were enrolled in activities here at Highland. At the present time, 92 children 

(birth- 5th grade) are enrolled in activities here at Highland. That’s a 15.2% increase! 
·  We currently have 66 families with children involved in the life and work of ministry here at Highland. 
·  There are an amazing amount of volunteers each week who make possible the programs and activities Highland’s 

children participate in – 23 Sunday School Teachers, 61 Extended Session Volunteers, 10 Music and Mission 
Teachers, 6 Extend + Connect Volunteers, and 3 Regularly Paid Childcare Assistants. 

·  There are 11 children “on the way”  by summer’s end! This includes both births and adoptions. 
As we continue to welcome children and their families to Highland, taking into account the information above, we begin to 

ask questions of ourselves about classroom space, restructuring the Preschool/Children Ministry Group, reexamining safety and 
security policies, looking for large group meeting spaces to accommodate activities, and the list goes on. Dream with us, pray with 
us, and prepare for creative alternatives to “ the way it’s always been.”  Time to think outside of the box!  ~ Renee 

Worship and Music Conference 
I travel to Memphis this coming Friday for what looks to be an exciting conference entitled Worship and Music in the City – 

Can Worship Enable Reconciliation? Church musicians and pastors will gather at Idlewild Presbyterian to explore the plausibility 
of connecting music and liturgy with the social issues of our time and experience conversation led by internationally-recognized 
leaders on enriching worship and music in our cities. I’m looking forward to the small break-out sessions and the opportunity to be 
an active worshipper. As wonderful as it is to get away, it will be even better to return home to share the experience with my 
church family.   ~ Kathy Collier 
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Thursday, January 31 
Weight Watchers (FH)..................5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Fr iday, February 1 
Men’s Prayer Gathering (FS).................7:30 a.m. 
McMurray/Nalley rehearsal .................. 5:30 p.m. 
Friday Church (Sanctuary)................. 7-7:45 p.m. 
Narcotics Anonymous (FH)........................8 p.m. 

Saturday, February 2 
Highland Running Club.........................8:30 a.m. 
McMurray/Nalley wedding.........................6 p.m. 

Sunday, February 3 
Early Worship.............................................9 a.m. 
Fellowship Time (FH) .................. 9:20-9:40 a.m. 
Bible Study ............................................9:40 a.m. 
Highlights Class (120) ...........................9:40 a.m. 
Morning Worship......................................11 a.m. 
Worship MG meeting (103)......................12 p.m. 
Health Fair (FH) ................................. 12:30 p.m. 
Highland Handbells (212).............3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Extend + Connect ................................... 5-7 p.m. 
Youth Super Bowl Party.............................6 p.m. 

Monday, February 4 
Youth MG meeting (103) ...........................7 p.m. 

Tuesday, February 5 
Martha Shaw Women’s Group (101)..........4 p.m. 
Hope for a Brighter Day (FS) ............... 5:30 p.m. 
G.R.O.W. #1 meeting (103)........................6 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 6 
Ash Wednesday 

Fellowship Supper ............................. 5:20-6 p.m. 
Prayer Time and Announcements...... 6-6:15 p.m. 
Children’s Activities.......................... 6-7:15 p.m. 
Encounters (Youth Activities) ........... 6-7:15 p.m. 
Ash Wednesday Service (Sanctuary).... 6:30 p.m. 
Special Needs (FS) .......................6:30-7:15 p.m. 
Sanctuary Choir rehearsal .............7:15-8:30 p.m. 

 

  This Week’s Deacons  (Communion) 
 

Friday 7:00  
Dottie Adams Frank Stephanie Hall 
 
Sunday 9:00      
Doris Hornbuckle Bill Mosier 
Jim McBee Pat Ramsey 
 
Sunday 11:00   (passing)     
Rebecca Brown Matt Ridge 
Tracy Holladay (C) Marilyn Sanders 
Karen Park Mark Golightly Sanders 
Susan Pierce Alice Vardiman 
Mary Burks Price 

“My Turn” “My Turn” “My Turn” “My Turn” by Vi Chatmon 
2007 was, so we thought, shaping up pretty well for Pam and me. I started a new job in     

August, and Pam was finishing a course for a new career herself. But suddenly, things, or people, 
just started falling apart, and instead of remaining enthusiastic over our careers, our moods 
morphed into preparation for the worst. My sister was diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumor. 
My father, although doing relatively well at 81, had a massive stroke and died suddenly in      
September. My first cousin died about two weeks after that, and then my aunt, my dad’s’  sister, 
unexpectedly died just eight weeks after Daddy did. For the past two or three months, Hospice  
has been telling us that Pam’s mother was not long for this world. 

All throughout this time of heartache and worry, HBC members have faithfully asked about one family member 
or another each time one or both of us darkened the door. The phone calls, the reports of prayers and thoughts, the 
cards and notes, casseroles, and many offers of help and assistance have been an overwhelming measure of support 
and meaning. Even still, we have had very heavy hearts. As hard as we’ve tried to keep our chins up, our eyes and 
shoulders have betrayed our spirits. Christmas was fast approaching, and we dreaded the very thought of it.  

After Wednesday supper some two weeks before Christmas, we both noticed something out of the ordinary on 
our front porch as we parked the car. It was a gift bag, a Christmas gift bag. It had a fancy tag on it addressed to both 
Pam and me, and there was a cute little rhyme on it alluding to its contents, beginning with “On the first day of 
Christmas…” We took it inside and one of us held the bag as the other reread the tag out loud and reached between 
the tissues to unwrap the contents. Despite close inspection, we would find nothing identifying the donor. But we 
laughed at the tag, lit the candles that were the gift, and teased each other over the last piece of candy. 

The next day, sometime after dark, we went out to run an errand. And when we returned, there, at the front door, 
set another bag. This time the tag began, “On the second day of Christmas…” Could it be, we wondered, as we lifted 
the mugs and homemade cocoa mix from the bag, that there would be twelve days of Christmas for us, with a bag 
awaiting us each evening? Who would be so thoughtful, yet sneaky enough, to approach a house where a Westie  
resides without her noticing and yapping to draw our attention to the welcome trespasser(s)? 

It got to the point where we actually looked forward to each new day, evening actually, to see if “Santa”  would 
come. Even when I had to leave town to attend my aunt’s funeral, I called Pam not so much to see how things were at 
home as to find out if a bag was left at the front door. It had been. And when I asked Pam what it was, she wouldn’ t 
tell me…  something about some “rule”  that I had to wait until I got home to open it with her.  (I’m almost sure she 
peeked.)   

Each evening, I was so tempted to lie in wait so as to “catch”  some shifty character… but Pam chastised me at 
the very idea of doing such a thing. Faithfully, every night somebody or somebodies, surreptitiously left a gift bag or 
tin at our door with cookies, candies, candles, photo albums and frames, socks, and the like, along with a short poem 
enumerating the night, for twelve successive nights. We told our family members, our friends, our co-workers about 
how Christmas was coming to us, not as we were once dreading it, but in a totally unexpected and spirit-lifting way. 
People began to call us to ask what “Santa”  had brought us the night before. 

It became our focus, to wonder—to wonder what remarkable way we would be honored that day and night, for 
someone had put a lot of thought, planning and preparation into this gift-bearing. There was way more to it than a 
covert “delivery”  each evening. There was the intent—the deliberate purpose to help us expect the joy that is Christ-
mas, despite the “ losses”  that were becoming the center of our attention. We found our days contained more pleasant 
conversation than brooding, more sharing than wanting for ourselves, increased laughter over stony cold silence. 
What tremendous gifts were veiled in such small, slight bags! 

Just as we anticipated, the twelfth night was the last night the dispatcher came. Not knowing whose name to 
write on the envelope, we wrote a “ thank you poem”, addressed it to “Santa” , and taped it to the door where it could 
not possibly be missed. We didn’ t consider that “whomever”  would be so humble as not to even think of himself or 
herself as “Santa” , let alone, take or even read the thank you note. Anyone with that kind of sense isn’ t motivated by 
thanks anyway. 

So, “Whomever”  so brilliantly returned to us the wonder and expectation of Christmas, Pam and I would like to 
tell you thank you, whether you expect or wish to hear it or not. For on Christmas morning as we spoke with family 
members and friends informing them that Jesus came to take her mother “home” very late the night before, the most 
memorable question put to us was, “So did you ever find out who brought you the gifts?”  All we can say, and it’s the 
truth, we think Jesus has been to our house, too. 

Around Highland... 
... The Martha Shaw Women will meet this Tuesday, February 5,        
4 p.m., in room 101. 
... Kathy Collier is away on a continuing education trip this week. 
... Howard Teel leaves on February 8 to spend almost a month on a     
mission trip to Thailand and Bangladesh, where he will visit and min-
ister in 4 refugee camps where the Karen family lived. Howard and 
Maxine spent many years caring for the needs of the Karen Christians. 
... (pictured right) HBC Secretary Betsy Neill welcomes her first 
grandchild: Samuel Michael Ivie to the world! 

Class on Homosexuality and the Bible 
Jim England will be teaching the Discoverer’s Sunday School class this Sunday, February 3. He will once again 

bring us the lesson on homosexuality and what scripture says or does not say about it. The class meets on the stage  
in Fellowship Hall. 


