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Verse 
When the Pharisees heard that he had 

silenced the Sadducees, they gathered to-
gether, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him 
a question to test him, “Teacher, which com-
mandment in the law is the greatest?”  He said 
to him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.’  This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  
On these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets.”    ~ Matthew 22: 34-40  

 
Voice 

Strange, this love announced by our Lord 
turns all of life right. To love others is to fill 
our own empty spaces. ~ Thomas A. Becket 

 Thinking 
 Together… 
Last week’s New Baptist Covenant gathering in Atlanta, attended by a handful 

from HBC, was a ground-breaking, image-changing, agenda-shifting event. 
That black and white Baptist groups met together seems hardly significant, though it 

was a historic first meeting of its kind. There were obvious differences in practices (the 
crowd more animated and participatory when black pastors spoke; quiet and reflective for 
a white speaker) and in beliefs (we differ on who can preach, who can join, and what the 
text says here or there). 

But differences were tolerated, even welcomed, because of what united us. 
We were being brought together by a deeper understanding of the Baptist concept of 

conversion.  
For too long personal conversion has been the sum total of the Baptist message:    

become a disciple, then go make disciples. My childhood memories as a Baptist is of   
conversion sermons three times a week (twice on Sundays, once on Wednesday). We  
were also encouraged to do good deeds but, truth be told, it was too often a kind of bait 
and switch: we mostly did good things in order to impress non-believers in hopes that  
they might be attracted to the faith  and be converted. We were conversion machines. 

The New Baptist Covenant recognizes that there is more to 
Jesus’  message than saving souls for heaven. Jesus’  inaugural  
sermon quotes from the prophet Isaiah about good news for the 
poor, blind, prisoners, oppressed, and proclaims a new day.     
Converted people, that is, those who respond to the call to be   
Jesus’  disciples, are charged to re-enact his sacrificial, healing 
compassion for the least and last in our world. 

We progressive Baptists still seek to convert people, not     
just to an ideology, but to active participation in caring, healing, 
becoming good news for broken people, and not merely as a 
ploy for recruitment. 

Coupled with this deeper, more faithful understanding of 
conversion is a deeper understanding of one of Baptists most 
cherished principles: the separation of church and state. 

Baptist children are taught that our forebears championed the Bill of Rights’  First 
Amendment which protects both religion and government from each other. 

Somewhere along the way, however, we falsely assumed that this Baptist hallmark 
limited our voice in the public square. We were told that politics and religion don’ t mix,  
to focus on eternal things, conversions instead of worrying about today’s needs. 

This prohibition was exacerbated when fundamentalist Baptists used partisan politics 
as a way to promote their particular religious agenda.      (continued to inside back page) 

Joe Phelps speaks to a break-out 
session at the New Baptist 

Covenant on how HBC presented 
the film, “An Inconvenient Truth.” 

Randy Standard 

 HBC Welcomes... 

Children munch on healthy foods during 
Sunday's Health Fair in Fellowship Hall sponsored 
by the Stewardship Ministry Group. 

The Lenten Journey 
The service that begins our Lenten journey, known as Ash Wednesday, occurs this year on Wednesday, 

February 6. We invite you to join us at 6:30, in the Sanctuary to experience not a journey toward darkness and 
gloom, but to experience a journey toward Easter filled with a positive rediscovering of who we are.  

The Sanctuary will be open for prayer and music each Wednesday during the Lenten Season from 5:00-
5:25 p.m. Contemplative music will be played by our organist, Austin Echols, and we invite you to come for   
a season of prayer prior to our Wednesday evening dinner and church activities. 

Lent is the season that allows us to look inward and examine our lives with the life of Jesus as our guide. 
You may notice changes in our worship services for the next five Sundays – we will begin with confession and 
silence rather than a processional hymn of praise and our “Alleluias”  will be silenced until Easter morning. 
May we move toward a greater understanding of who Jesus is and how to follow in his steps. 

Estate Planning from a Chr istian Perspective 
Learn more about Estate Planning from a Christian Perspective at a teleconference on 

February 12, at 4 p.m. This 45-minute stewardship and estate planning seminar provides all 
the information you will need to understand estate planning from a Biblical perspective, as 
well as the follow up services needed for you to actually complete an estate plan that reflects 
your wishes. 

If you wish, you will be able to have confidential, personalized help after the conference 
to design your unique estate plan. 

Here’s a sampling of just a few of the key topics to be covered in the seminar: 
·  How to select a Guardian  
·  How should a trust be structured for my children?  
·  Ways to structure my children©s Inheritance  
·  Should all my children be treated the same?  
·  Should I leave an inheritance for my grandchildren?  
·  How much do people leave for charities?  
·  What is the difference between a Will and Revocable Living Trust?  
·  How to structure my Advanced Healthcare Directive  

 
To register, please visit http://www.hbclouisville.org/legacygiving.php and view the 

“Teleconference Registration ”  banner. 



Sunday evenings, from 5:00-7:00, will be an opportunity for you to grow in your 
faith and enjoy some fellowship with other members. A light snack dinner will be 
served during this time and the cost of the meal is $5 per person. The classes currently 
being offered will end on February 17. 

·  Nour ishing the Soul and the Senses in Later  L ife 
This is a new offering for Extend + Connect. The class is taught by Gary Pennington and meets in room 103. While no 
text book is required, a bibliography will be available for those wanting extra resources.  

·  Boundar ies with K ids 
Learn ways to enrich your relationship with your children by setting appropriate boundaries. Participants are encouraged 
to purchase the book, Boundaries with Kids, by Cloud and Townsend at their local bookstore. The class is facilitated by 
Nina Maples will meet in the Commons 

·  When Faith and Politics Collide…in the lives of Biblical Leaders 
Session 4 & 5 (Feb. 10 & 17) - The Sadducees: The Politics of the Crucifixion taught by Bill Campbell. The class will 
meet on the stage of Fellowship Hall. 

Thinking Together ...    (continued from outside back page) 
They rewrote history to their liking, turned the First Amendment disestablishment clause on its ear, and worked to restore the U.S. 
to its supposed place as a Christian nation.   

Progressive Baptists wanted no part of this bastardized history or this partisan conscripting of politics. 
And so some worried when politicians were invited to last week’s Atlanta gathering, fearing that partisan politicking and elec-

tioneering would creep into the agenda. 
What we are discovering is that there is a profound difference between sectarian partisan politics that seeks power, and poli-

tics that selflessly focuses on the common good of all people regardless or religion or practice. 
The New Baptist Covenant was political but not partisan. It talked about Jesus’  concerns for poverty, child welfare, equality, 

the environment, and other issues that affect the common good. It never once came close to promoting one candidate or party over 
the other, but rather held up those concerns that we believe Jesus would champion. 

This felt faithful to Jesus, to our Baptist heritage, and to the people of our communities who need us to be our best. 
Leaders are presently reviewing feedback from participants and will propose future steps next month. In the coming weeks 

will ask some of our HBC members to share their thoughts in writing and/or at the beginning of our Wednesday gatherings.  ~ Joe 
 
p.s.  I sat at a luncheon with the daughter of Charles Maddrey, pastor of HBC during World War II. She was delighted to hear of 
life at HBC and remembered with great fondness her time here as a little girl. 
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Sign-Up for  Passportkids! ~ Deadline: February 17 
This summer, children who have completed 4th-6th grades are invited to attend Passportkids! in Crossville, TN, 

July 17-20. Sign up by February 17 with Renee if your child is planning to attend. A $60 non-refundable deposit is 
due at time of sign up. Checks should be made to Highland Baptist Church and given to Renee.  Don’ t miss this 
great opportunity for fun, fellowship, and faith deepening for your child! 
 

Children Teachers’  Appreciation Sunday, February 17 
During the Sunday school hour on February 17, we will honor children’s teachers for their leadership and 

commitment to Highland’s children throughout this year with our annual appreciation breakfast. We are grateful 
for their leadership and dedication to this very important work of spiritual formation and Christian education for 
our children. Please surround them with thanks throughout the month of February. 

Please Note… 
Elementary children meet for choir from 6:00-6:30 pm this Wednesday. At 6:30 p.m., they will participate in the Ash 
Wednesday service with their families. Preschool (3’s-4’s) music and mission classes will meet as usual, 6:00-7:15 p.m. 
Infant and toddler care will be available in the preschool suite. 

 

·  Middle School Guys: Drew McClure & Ryan Davis 
·  Middle School Girls: Nina Maples & Jill Ligon 
·  High School Guys: Dan O’Neil, Drew Harston & Greg Ridge 
·  High School Girls: Carol Harston 

 

Life in HBC Youth Ministry… 
·  This Wednesday, the youth will be meeting in the Youth Suite 

from 6:00-6:30 before we go down to the Ash Wednesday 
service in the sanctuary. 

 

Youth Super  Bowl Par ty 
Thirty-three people came together Sunday night to celebrate the youth’s 

annual Super Bowl Party! Youth enjoyed roaming through three rooms of 
TVs, playing basketball outside, and eating Mary Ann’s famous cheese dip! 
Many thanks to the Ridges for hosting our annual party! 

Emmaus Gather ing &  Mentor  Groups Star t This Sunday Night! 
Make sure to join us this Sunday night, February 10, from 5:00-7:00 in the Youth Suite. 

Based on Luke 24, our Emmaus Gathering will be our once-a-month youth worship gathering 
in the Youth Suite. The first Emmaus will also mark the beginning of our Emmaus Mentor 
Groups which will meet twice a month outside of church. At our first Emmaus Gathering this 
Sunday night, the groups will get to know their leaders and decide on their next time to meet. 



� � �� �� � � � �
	 
�� �� � 
	 � � �

Thursday, February 7 
Weight Watchers (FH)..................5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Fr iday, February 8 
Men’s Prayer Gathering (FS).................7:30 a.m. 
Friday Church (Sanctuary)................. 7-7:45 p.m. 
Narcotics Anonymous (FH)........................8 p.m. 

Saturday, February 9 
Highland Running Club.........................8:30 a.m. 

Sunday, February 10 
Early Worship.............................................9 a.m. 
Fellowship Time (FH) .................. 9:20-9:40 a.m. 
Bible Study ............................................9:40 a.m. 
Highlights Class (120) ...........................9:40 a.m. 
Morning Worship......................................11 a.m. 
Highland Handbells (212).............3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Extend + Connect ................................... 5-7 p.m. 

Monday, February 11 
G.R.O.W. #2 meeting (103)........ 11 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Finance MG meeting (103).........................6 p.m. 

Tuesday, February 12 
Hope for a Brighter Day (FS) ............... 5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 13 
Fellowship Supper ............................. 5:20-6 p.m. 
Preschool/Children’s MG meeting (103)5:30 p.m. 
Prayer Time and Announcements...... 6-6:15 p.m. 
Children’s Activities.......................... 6-7:15 p.m. 
Encounters (Youth Activities) ........... 6-7:15 p.m. 
Adult Bible Study .........................6:15-7:15 p.m. 
Special Needs (FS) .......................6:30-7:15 p.m. 
Sanctuary Choir rehearsal .............7:15-8:30 p.m. 

 

  This Week’s Deacons 
 

Friday 7:00  
Bill Campbell Pat Ramsey 
 
Sunday 9:00      
Steve Brown Libby Cunningham 
Bill Campbell Chet Watson 
 
Sunday 11:00    
Mary Cooksey Tracy Holladay 
Beth Hedges Doris Hornbuckle (C) 

Choral Ar ts Society Concer t 
Dr. Jonathan Crutchfield will return to Louisville next Friday, February 15, to play the organ for the Choral Arts 

Society Concert of Bernstein’s “Chicester Psalms.”  Dr. James Rightmyer is the conductor for the concert, 8 p.m., at St. 
Francis in the Fields Episcopal Church, 6710 Wolf Pen Branch Road. The program will also include “ In the Beginning”  
of Copland, “There Is Sweet Music”  by Elgar and works of     Whitacre and Chorbajian. Tickets are $20 for adults, $15 
for seniors and $10 for students. HBC members, Austin Echols and Sean Holleran, are members of the chorus. 

Around Highland... 
... The selection for the next Book Club meeting is Water for Elephants by Sarah Gruen. We will meet on February 24. 
... Congratulations to Michael Loyd who received the honor of Student of the Week and Student of the Month at 
Chenoweth  Elementary School! 
... Congratulations to Ben Maples who won second place in the Computer Division of the Derby Poster Contest! 

Joe Phelps shows two gifts to HBC: a bowl (or paten) turned by Rev. Doug 
Miller, son of Chip and Nancy, made from wood removed from the oldest part of our 
building, and a satchel, hand embroidered with the Karen flag by our refugee family. 

“ The Body of Chr ist: A Ser ies of Special Services for  Lent”  
hosted by Highlands Community Ministr ies, Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 
Admission: A non-perishable food item   or money to go to HCM’s Individual Family Assistance Program. 
A meal will be provided. Child care is available for infants through kindergarten. 

 
·  Feb. 12: St. Paul United Methodist Church. Speaker: Rev. Elizabeth Kirkpatrick 
·  Feb. 19: Bellarmine University, Frazier Hall, room 203. Speaker: Rev. David Platt 
·  Feb. 26: Douglass Blvd. Christian Church. Speaker: Melanie Prejean-Sullivan 
·  Mar. 4: Strathmoor Presbyterian Church. Speaker: Rev. Tom Grieb 
·  Mar. 11: Deer Park Baptist Church. Speaker: Rev. Derek Penwell 


