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Verse and Voice Verse and Voice Verse and Voice Verse and Voice     
 

Verse 
      Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! For 
he has delivered the life of the needy from 
the hands of evildoers.  ~ Jeremiah 20:13 
 

Voice 
      To live, we must daily break the body 
and shed the blood of creation. When we 
do it knowingly, lovingly, skillfully,    
reverently, it is a sacrament. When we    
do it ignorantly, greedily, destructively, it 
is a desecration.   ~ Wendell Berry 

        The Gift of Good Land 

 Thinking 
 Together… 

I’ve not known Highland without 
Betsy Neill. I’m certain I will not function 
as your pastor in the same way when she 
leaves us. 

Eleven years is a long time. She’s  
broken me in well. We anticipate each 
other’s needs. She protects me, reminds 
me, advises me.   

It has been invaluable to have an    
assistant who has a quarter-century of data 
and context stored in her mind. In addition 
to being a loyal staff member, Betsy has 
been my friend, bodyguard, repairwoman, 
snack manager and occasional seamstress. 
She’s been the emotional spark plug and 
office party planner. 

She raised her girls while working 
here. They’ve stuffed envelopes and     
answered phones here too. 

She’s weathered health challenges, 
denominational changes, renovations and 
capital campaigns, a revolving door of lay 
leaders (“who’s my boss now?”), changes 
to her job description, changes in technol-
ogy, and a parade of street people. 

Church secretaries like Betsy are also 
counselors, confidants, creative consult-
ants, social workers, volunteer organizers, 
peacemakers, mechanics and PR people. 

How many times over 24 years has 
Betsy answered the phone, “Highland  
Baptist Church, this is Betsy Neill?”  

Betsy retires in order to spend more 
time with family. Sammy, her new grand-
son, in particular. Wherever she goes, as 
she did here, she’ ll be a blessing.    ~ Joe 

This newsletter was prepared early 
due to Memorial Day office closure. 

Thank You, Betsy Neill 
When Betsy Neill was hired by Associate Pastor Joe Aldrich in 

1984 the office equipment was a mimeograph machine, a typewriter, 
and a single telephone line. Paul Duke was pastor and Ronald Reagan 
was in his first term as President. 

Times have changed, but through it all Betsy Neill has been a     
consistent voice of welcome and calm for the people of Highland     
Baptist Church. 

Betsy has worked with three pastors, two interim pastors, and dozens of staff members 
throughout her 24 years as the face and voice of Highland. During her tenure the church 
budget she has managed has increased threefold. 

Betsy has enjoyed her years of service at Highland, but looks forward to retirement 
and the chance to spend more time with family, particularly her new grandson, Sammy. 

Join us for a reception in Fellowship Hall honoring Betsy’s faithful service this     
Sunday, June 1 following the 11:00 service. 

Ridgewood Members 
Visit HBC This Sunday 

Members of Ridgewood will worship 
God with us in our 11:00 service this   
Sunday and join us for the reception in 
Betsy Neill’s honor. 

Ridgewood’s interim pastor needed to 
be away this Sunday and it seemed a good  
opportunity for them to stand alongside   
us in worship, prayer, and song. Their 
members will carpool together to make the 
15 mile drive from their church to ours. 

Please take the opportunity to meet 
these new friends! HBC to Discuss Ridgewood Church Par tnership 

HBC will have a Congregational Conversation during the Bible study hour this Sunday, 
June 1, from 9:40 to 10:40 in the sanctuary to hear an update on a possible partnership with 
Ridgewood Baptist Church, on Greenwood Road in southwest Jefferson County. 

Ridgewood sits in a growing area but due to membership decline and difficult leadership 
transitions, they are not equipped to develop the outreach and infrastructure to be the dy-
namic church they aspire to be. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Partnership possibilities may be as basic as consultation and support of RBC’s efforts   

to find a pastor, or it could mean uniting our two churches under a single leadership, with a 
1:00 p.m. Sunday worship service with Joe as the pastor/preacher. 

Joe preached at Ridgewood last Sunday. Our Leadership has met with Ridgewood   
Deacons on several occasions. Three Ridgewood Deacons attended HBC’s Deacons meeting 
this month. 

Please join us for this important presentation and discussion! 

Ridgewood’s sanctuary, built in 1969, holds over 550 people. 

Gospel Music and Desser t on the Grounds 
Gather your family and friends and join us on Sunday, June 8, at 6 p.m. in our sanctuary 

for a delightful evening of well-loved gospel favorites. Highland’s Sanctuary Choir,  
Handbell Choir and Orchestra will perform old time favorites such as Solid Rock, I’ ll Fly 
Away, and When the Roll is Called Up Yonder. We promise to also include congregational 
singing plus one very special musical surprise. 

We’ ll spill onto the front lawn following the concert and enjoy an old-fashioned Dessert 
on the Grounds. Spread the word and join us! 
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3rd Payment, PASSPORTkids! Due June 22 
PASSPORTkids! is approaching quickly! And with that, the 3rd payment for our camp  
experience is due by June 22. Please write “PASSPORTkids! Payment 3”  in the memo line 
and turn in payments to Renee. If you have any questions, please contact Renee at rpurtle-
baugh@ hbclouky.org. 

 
Picnics on the Playground, Begins June 3 

Join us for Picnics on the Playground for infants, toddlers, preschoolers and their families each Tuesday from 11 a.m.-
1 p.m., beginning June 3, and continuing through July 28. Bring your own picnic lunch for your family, and plan stay the 
entire time or just a little while. Bubbles, sidewalk chalk and other age appropriate activities may appear from time to time 
throughout the summer for the children©s enjoyment. You won©t want to miss this time of fellowship!  

 
Preschool Vacation Bible School 

Join us for this exciting summer experience on Wednesday evenings from 6-7 pm for ages 3-5 
(pre-kindergarten). Beginning June 4, and continuing through July 30, we will explore God’s Big 
Backyard with Bible stories focusing on service to our families, neighbors, friends, community and 
Jesus. Be sure to register by emailing rpurtlebaugh@ hbclouky.org no later than May 28! 

Mandatory Meeting for  PASSPORT Youth Camp! 
On Wednesday night, June 4, join us in the Youth Suite from 

6:15-7:00 p.m. that is required for all youth attending PASSPORT, 
their parents/guardians, and our chaperones! During that time, we 
will be covering all logistics for camp, filling out release forms, and 
going over important things you will need to know. Please mark 
your calendars now for our meeting! If you can not attend, please 
contact Carol to find out the information you will miss! PASSPORT 
Youth Camp will be June 15-21 in Wingate, North Carolina.  

Laura Barclay Ordained to Ministry  
HBC’s Laura Barclay was ordained to the ministry at Wake Forest Baptist Church last Saturday. 

Jill  Crainshaw, Associate Dean of Wake Divinity gave the sermon. 
Laura joined Highland while at UofL. In a recent letter Laura spoke of how profoundly she had 

been shaped in her Christian journey by finding Highland and its ministry. 
Laura will be working for CBF of North Carolina and plans to end up working for a church or 

non-profit. 
Laura is the sister of HBC’s Jerre Poppe. 

Summer Programming for  Adults 
On Wednesday evenings, adults will have the opportunity to learn more about the saints pictured in the windows 

of Fellowship Hall. Information about the lives of these saints, the contributions they made, and why they were cho-
sen to be a part of the “cloud of witnesses”  will be shared. Peter Smith and other members of the Adult Education 
Ministry group will be our featured presenters. Our first session will begin June 18 at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall. 
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Thursday, May 29 
Weight Watchers (FH) ................ 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Fr iday, May 30 
Men’s Prayer Gathering (FS) ...............7:30 a.m. 
Friday Church (Sanctuary) ................7-7:45 p.m. 
Narcotics Anonymous (FH) ......................8 p.m. 

Saturday, May 31 
Highland Running Club........................8:30 a.m. 

Sunday, June 1 
Early Worship ........................................... 9 a.m. 
Fellowship Time (FH) ..................9:20-9:40 a.m. 
Bible Study...........................................9:40 a.m. 
Morning Worship.................................... 11 a.m. 
Worship MG meeting (103) ....................12 p.m. 
Betsy Neill’s Retirement Reception.....12-1 p.m. 
Highland Handbells (Commons). 3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Monday, June 2 
Men’s 12-step program - Healthy Sexuality 
Youth MG meeting (103) ..........................6 p.m. 

Tuesday, June 3 
Bible Study (103) .......................10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Martha Shaw Women’s Group (101) ........4 p.m. 
Hope for a Brighter Day (FS)...............5:30 p.m. 
G.R.O.W. #1 meeting (103) ......................6 p.m. 

Wednesday, June 4 
Fellowship Supper.............................5:20-6 p.m. 
Children’s Activities...............................6-7 p.m. 
Encounters (Youth Activities)................6-7 p.m. 
Adult Bible Study...................................6-7 p.m. 
Special Needs (FS) ............................6:30-7 p.m. 
Sanctuary Choir rehearsal ......................7-8 p.m. 

 

  This Week’s Deacons 
 

Friday 7:00  
Jim McBee Doris Hornbuckle 
 
Sunday 9:00      
Bill Mosier Susan Pierce 
Karen Park Pat Ramsey 
 
Sunday 11:00  
Matt Ridge Mark Golightly Sanders (C) 
Marilyn Sanders Ginny Sims 

About a Ridgewood-Highland Par tnership 
How did this come about?  Joe knew of RBC’s challenges and envisioned some ways we might join together in 

common cause. RBC leaders quickly responded to an initial inquiry. 
Was outreach to SW Jefferson County in our future plans?  No. To be candid, this kind of outreach has not been 

a high priority at HBC. And yet, we do feel passionate about our presentation of the gospel and know that many peo-
ple are looking for a church like ours! 

Why Ridgewood?  Ridgewood is a kindred church. It connected to Cooperative (and Kentucky) Baptist Fellow-
ship many years ago and sees itself as a progressive voice of faith in their area. It is in a section of our city that has 
little, if any, progressive voice of faith. 

What does Ridgewood think of this idea?  Understandably, this is a difficult time for them. They fear the loss of 
identity, intimacy, control, and community. On the other hand, many have been praying for something like this for a 
decade. To some it feels like a take-over. To others it feels like an answer to prayer. Still others are confused and 
seek more information. 

When will we decide?  We are still discerning if God is calling us in this direction and what a partnership will 
look like. Both congregations will need to have a strong positive consensus that we feel led in this direction. Any 
decision will be prefaced by much prayer, discussion, and a church vote. 

What would this cost HBC?  It depends on what the partnership looks like. Perhaps as little as some resources, 
advice, some volunteer teachers, and our prayers. On the other hand, we may be led to invest money, labor, our 
name, our reputation, staff time, laypersons who feel called to this work--either by attending at Ridgewood or by 
helping out on occasion to aid the effort to reenvision and do outreach. 

Around Highland... 
... Congratulations to Robert Davis, the first recipient of the 
“Bob Schulman Everyone Reads Volunteer of the Year”  at 
Lowe Elementary.  
... Brandon Davis & Aurelia Fenouil were Dean©s Scholars at 
UofL this year. 
... The Highlands Community Ministries Outreach Program is in 
need of volunteers to deliver meals to homebound elderly. It 
only takes about an hour of your time. If you can help, please 
call Donna Douglas at 459-0132. 
... Jennifer & Dan O’Neil (pictured) celebrated the upcoming 
birth of their baby with the help of the Young Adults Sunday 
School Class, Creation Care and the Youth Group, with gifts, 
cake and a rousing game of Baby Jeopardy last Wednesday in 
the Youth Suite! 

Soup Kitchen Ministry: 
Seeking Donations of Knives, Forks, and Spoons 
We are close to the goal of collecting 300 pieces each of knives, forks, and spoons, so the Salvation Army’s soup 

kitchen can transition from plastic ware to regular flatware. Transitioning from plastic ware to flatware will provide a 
better meal experience for those served by the soup kitchen and will be better for the environment.    

If you have new or used flatware to donate, please contact Suzanne Shepherd or leave your donations in the 
church office. 

Youth Choir from SC in Concer t, June 11 
     Highland will welcome the Celebration Singers of Boulevard Baptist Church (Anderson, South Carolina) in con-
cert on Wednesday evening, June 11, 6:30 p.m. in our sanctuary. Celebration Singers will celebrate their 35th anni-
versary in August. They have been touring for eight days each summer for the past 30 years. The group is composed 
of 26 students in grades 9-12. Their repertoire includes a wide variety of musical styles. 
     Please join us for this wonderful evening of music. Kathey Golightly Sanders is coordinating housing for the  
singers so if called upon to serve as a host, please say “yes!”  

Highland History Displays 
The History Ministry Group’s series of displays on Highland’s history concludes this Sunday with the final   

exhibit, on our buildings and members. This display illustrates how our church buildings have changed to meet our 
evolving needs, and presents some of the prominent people who have been members in days gone by. It also provides 
a glimpse into some of good times we©ve had together at anniversary celebrations, New Year©s parties, church camp, 
and more. Look for the display in the Commons! 


